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Maſonich Charge. J 
By the Rev. BxoTyer HARRIS. J 


DzL.ivzzzp at BOSTON, N 


1 


In GRAND LODGE, Juxe 24th, 5795 · 


Vore, unanimouſly, that the Thanks of this Lodge, by a 
Committee, be preſented to our Rev. Brother Har 1s, for the Charge deliv- 
ered this Day ; and that ſaid Committee requeſt a Copy for the Preſs, 


THE Right Worſhipful, Wittiam Scoilay, D. G. M. ISAIAu 
Tromas, S. G. W. and Jozzru LavcauroN, were choſen a Committee for 


this Purpoſe, 


To the COMMITTEE of the GRAND LODGE. 


Ri ohr Wonantrror, and BzLovep, 


I CANNOT doubt the ſincerity of that approbation with which my 
brethren have honoured my addreſs ; and I ought not to trifle with the au- 
thority of their judgment. They have my conſent for its publication, 


With unfeigned attachment to our common cauſe, and cordial wiſhes. 
for your — happineſs, 


I am your friend and brother, 
T. M. HARRIS, 


DoxcuzsrzR, June 25, 5795» 


e l 


OFFICERS AND MEMBER S 


OF THE 


GRAND LODGE 


OF 


FREE an ACCEPTED MASONS, 


In zz COMMONWEALTH oz MASSACHUSETTS, 


ON THE 


FESTIVAL or Sr. JOHN Tus BAPTIST, 
Juxz 24th, 4. IL. 6795. 


BY THE REV. BROTHER THADDEUS M. HARRIS, A. x. 
a — 2 — — 


„THE SAME CAME FOR A WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT ALI 


MEN THROUGH HIM- MIGHT BELIEVE.” Joun I. 5. 
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REV. BROTHER HARRIS'sS 


MASONICK CHARGE. 


 Debovered lefore the Grand Lodge of Maſpachanetts, 
JUNE. 24th, A. L. 5795: | 


o 


——— — 


N ſubmiſſion to the appointment, and in com- 
pliance with the requeſt of the Venerable 
Officers and Beloved Brethren of this Grand 
Lopss, I riſe to give the cuſtomary Maſon- 

"Yep ick ChHarRGe, To make apologies now, 
would be ineffectual. And to intreat indulgence in behalf of 
what it is expected I ſhould enforce by authority, would but 
diminiſh the dignity of the precepts to be inculcated, and 


weaken the influgnce of the caution to be impreſſed. I can- 
B not 


x 


6 MASONICK CHARGE. 


not doubt the candour of the liberal; and need not fear the 
cenſure of the prejudiced, It will ſuffice if this reſpected 
audience be but convinced, from my honeſt developement of 
the character and ſimple ſtatement of the duties of Free Ma- 
ſonry, that the principles upon which the inſtitution is found- 
ed are ſalutary, and that the morals it enjoins are pure. 


To give to theſe principles and theſe morals their proper 
force, recollect, my beloved brethren, that I ſtand in the place, 
and ſpeak by the authority of that Divine Maſon whoſe an- 
niverſary you celebrate. On this occaſion you are to regard 
me as his reprefentative. To his counſels you are invited to 
liſten. As the herald, commiſſioned to awaken attention to 
the glories of the brighteſt ſcene that ever dawned upon the 
earth, he calls for the reformation of thoſe prejudices which 
preclude acknowledgment of the doctrines of heavenly Truth, 
and thoſe corruptions which prevent diffuſion of the ſyſtem 
of unbounded Love. 


LET your minds be open to conviction, Examine with 
the utmoſt freedom. Be willing to adopt what you find to 
be excellent ; and in the beſt of cauſes be the warmeſt of 
| advocates, 


DEMONSTRATE 


MASO NICK CHARGE. 7 


-- DEMONSTRATE by devout reverence and habitual good- 
neſs, your homage, fidelity and love to the ALMIGHTY ARCH- 
 ITECT. Ever act as under the inſpection of that Eye 
which ſeeth in ſecret.” 


Wien Well the powers of ſimple yieTyY ! 
Make it the keyſtone in your arch of Virtue ; 
And it will keep that graceful fabrick firm, 
Though all the ſtorms of fortune burſt upon it, 


FORGET not that you have profeſſed yourſelves © Members 
of the Great Temple of the Univerſe, ready to obey the laws of 
the Grand Maſter of all, in whoſe preſence you ſeek to be 


approved,” 


NEXT cultivate and exerciſe the principles of generous 
philanthropy and munificent benevolence. Your liberalities 
and affections muſt not be limited to kindred and neighbours ; 


nor circumſcribed within the narrow confines of ſelfintereſt 


or perſonal obligation; but, uniformly directed to the gen- 
eral welfare, muſt be dilated into an exerciſe wide and exten- 
five as human kind.. 


IN the endeared and ſublime friendſhip you have formed, 
you are to conſider, more eſpecially, the intereſts of a brother 


as inſeparable from your own. And yours is the ſweet ſat- 
is faction 


— — — 


MASONICK CHARGE. 


is faction of alliance with thoſe, to whoſe boſoms you may 


confide the moſt important and ſecret thoughts, without dif. 


truſt or fear; and in whoſe you may always be ſure to find 
an unfailing willingneſs to be intereſted for you, to ſolace 
your griefs, calm your inquietudes, relieve your neceſſities 
and lighten the burden of your labours.— Every member 
of this ſociety 1s happy in the enjoyment of that reciprocal 
confidence and eſteem which amply provides for the mutual 
interchange of affectionate ſervices and aſſiſtance. 


REVERENCE the laws, and conform to the uſages of our 
venerable Conſtitution, Diſcountenance every deviation from 
its principles, and carefully avoid any innovation in its long 
eſtabliſhed practices. In retaining their primeval ſimplicity, 
you approach neareſt to their original purity, and beſt an- 
fwer their original intent. 


THESE, Brethren, are ſome of your leading duties. Such 
is the excelling nature of our inſtitution ; which, as it hon- 
ours itſelf by its leſſons, ſo may we honour it by our vir- 
tues. Let us on all occaſions ſupport its dignity and main- 
tain its credit, May our whole conduct prove our convic- 
tion of its excellency, and bear evidence to its happy effect. 


And let us unitedly concur to give diffuſion to a ſyſtem, fo 
benevolent 
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benevolent and advantageous, by the unaſſuming, but vigor- 
ous, efficiency of example 
mk | mabggito : 
PROCEED, Brethren, with firmneſs in the lucid path point- 


ed out for your ſteps. 


BE the animating ſpirit of our aſſociation the incitement 
to your nobleſt employment, and the enlivener of your moſt 
exalted delights ! 


STILL may your boſoms glow with the ardour of kindnels, 
and ſtill poſſeſs the unſuſpecting ſecurity and undiminiſhed 
tenderneſs of friendlineſs and love ! 


SUFFER no conſideration to induce you to act unworthy 
the reſpectable character you bear. But ever diſplay the diſ- 
cretion, the virtue, the dignity and the harmony, which be- 
come you as the sons of RE ason, the pisciPLEs of WisDomM, 
and the BRETHREN of HuManiTyY ! Thus will your conduct 
lend diſtinguiſhed luſtre to your profeſſion, and contradi&t 
the ſcoffs of thoſe who contemptuouſly overlook or ſtudiouſ- 


ly depreciate in a Maſon even the moſt eminent inſtances of 


merit. 


O yz, whom curioſity, or the purſuit of amuſement hath 
drawn into this aſſembly, Would to GOD that ſach ſmiles 
C | of 


10 MASONLICK CHARGE. 


of good humour as ſuffuſe your cheeks, and ſuch beams of 
joy as irradiate your eyes, glowed on the cheeks and bright - 
ened in the eyes of every ſon and daughter of Adam ! And 
that all might, like you, participate the happineſs which re- 
ſults from the privileges of Freedom, is refined by Knowledge, 
and perfected in the reign of Virtue and Peace | 


BUT conſent to look abroad into the world. It may in- 
terrupt, indeed, for one painful moment, the cheerful flow of 
your ſpirits : But it will teach you ſome moſt important leſ- 
fons. See the members of a moſt extenſive family engaging 
in perpetual conteſts. Man, who. ought to be the friend, 
the brother, becomes the enemy of man. The luſt of power 
and domination, every mean propenſity, every turbulent paſ- 
ſion, excites variance and leads to outrage. The crimſon 
ſtandard of war is erected. Nations furiouſly preſs around 
it. And the moſt populous and flouriſhing countries exhibit 
the moſt ſanguinary ſcenes of deſolation. You ſhudder at 
the painful view. You tremble for the diſtreſſes of mankind, 
and anxiouſly enquire, ; What can mitigate the ſufferings theſe 
occaſion ?—-; What project for reconciliation can be deviſed ? 
i Who will communicate a plan, eaſy to be adopted and ef- 
fectual in its exerciſe, which will reſtore its rights to violated 
Nature, and its ſupremacy to depreſſed Humanity : Which 


- will baniſh n every unſocial paſſion, and eſtabliſh per- 
petually 


MASONICK CHARGE. 


petually univerſal peace ? With what animated pleaſure 
would we liſten to the propoſal which promiſed ſuch deſira- 
ble effects ! How would we all rejoice in its ready adoption 
and general diffuſion ! 


ASSUREDLY, then, you will obſerve with pleaſure the in- 
creaſing progreſs of Maſonry. At leaſt you will not withhold 
your encouragement from an inſtitution which has the moſt 
manifeſt tendency to annihilate all party ſpirit, to conciliate 
all private opinions, and by the ſweet and powerful attrac- 
tions of love to draw into one harmonious fraternity men of 
all nations and all opinions.—Who can remain unmoved and 
cold at the idea of the manifold good that may and will be 
effected by ſuch: an inſtitution ! What generous citizen 
will hefitate at making it his duty and joy to contribute 
what he can to the accompliſhment of ſuch delightful hopes ! 


LET us all join in the fervent wiſh for ſucceſs to all ſuch 
motrwes as enforce, and all ſuch ſocieties as encourage phi- 
lanthropy and virtue. And may the whole Brotherhood of 
Mankind be united in the harmony of love, and bleſſed with 
the tranquillity of peace 
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